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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 1 , recites the limitation "the financial data" in 3 rd line of claim 1 . There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hu 
et al. (USP 6,459,506) in view of Hamilton (USP 6,462,842). 

Regarding claim 1, Hu et al. discloses an apparatus (shown in fig 3), which 
manages and organizes the financial data, (any data recorded on a paper, can be 
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scanned by scanner 300 of fig 3) comprising; a scanner (scanner 300 of fig 3) to scan 
receipts (320 of fig 3); and a compute, (computer 302 of fig 3) connected to the scanner 
(computer 302, connected via interface 316) and lodes with a software which 
processes, (a software or a program loaded in computer 302 of fig 3, processes, 
manage, data scanned by scanner 300, which is connected to PC computer through 
USB interface 316), organizes and saves the scanned information including numerical 
data in the receipts to scan bills (document or a memo scanned by scanner 320 of fig 
3). 

Although Hu et al., shows a compute (302 of fig 3), with a processor fail 
expressly to teach a software, which processes data information, including numerical 
data. 

Hamilton in the same area of document scanning and a computer program for 
processing and controlling a scanner teaches a software (a computer program or a 
software source code written in C and object code, intended to run a microcontroller), 
which automatically organizes all the information from the scanned bills (the software 
contains many function, controlling or organizing information apparent to those skilled in 
the art, see col.4, lines 10-20). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the scanning and a processing 
apparatus of Hu et al. to include: a software which organizes all the information from 
the scanned bills (document), including numerical values. 
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It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified document scanning and processing device of 
Hu et al. by the teaching of Hamilton, for the purpose of increasing data throughput and 
controlling the function of the scanning device, such as information processing, file 
managing, such as calculating a numerical value and for automatic data entry between 
scanner and computer devices. 

Regarding claim 2, Hu et al. teaches an apparatus (as shown in fig 3 and 4), 
wherein the scanner (300 of fig 1) is connected to a computer (computer 302 of fig 1) 
through a USB port (USB interface 316 of fig 3) or pass through parallel, col.4, lines 52- 
65). 

Hu et al. does not teach or disclose a software program loaded into the program. 
Hamilton in the same area of document scanning and data processing teaches a 
software loaded into the program (a computer program or a software source code 
written in C and object code, intended to run a microcontroller loaded in to the PC 
processor 1 02 of fig 1 ). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the scanning and processing 
apparatus of Hu et al. to include: the unique software program loaded into the program. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified document scanning and processing device of Hu 
et al. by the teaching of Hamilton for the purpose of increasing data throughput and 
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controlling the function of the scanning device, such as information processing, and for 
automatic data entry between scanner and computer devices. 

Regarding claim 3, Hu discloses an apparatus (fig 3), where as the bills 
(documents or information are being scanned by scanner 300) are being scanned all 
the information from the scanned receipts is automatically entered into the computer 
(documents or information are being scanned by scanner 300 entered into the computer 
302 of fig 1 through USB interface115 of fig 3). 

Regarding claim 4, Hu et al. does not disclose an apparatus, wherein the receipts 
include grocery receipts, credit card receipts or bank statement. 

Hamilton in the same area of document scanning and processing teaches or 
disclose (a computer program or a software source code written in C and object code, 
intended to run a microcontroller loaded in to the PC processor 102 of fig 1). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the scanning and processing 
apparatus of Hu et al. to include: wherein the software program process all the 
information and organize it. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified document scanning and processing device of 
Hu et al. by the teaching of Hamilton for the purpose of increasing data throughput and 
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controlling the function of the scanning device, such as information processing, and for 
automatic data entry between scanner and computer devices. 

Regarding claim 5, Hu et al. discloses an apparatus (fig 3), wherein the organized 
data can be viewed as tabular form or pie-chart form, (data scanned and entered to the 
computer 302 of fig 3, can be viewed on the display monitor of computer 302 of fig 3, an 
can be configured in a computer file in a way suitable to be managed easily). 

Regarding claim 6, Hu et al. does not disclose an apparatus wherein a format 
tabular data formats include income-expense reports, expenses versus planned budget, 
and list of all expenses grouped under various categories. 

Hamilton in the same area of document scanning and processing teaches or 
disclose an apparatus wherein the tabular data formats include income-expense 
reports, expenses versus planned budget, and list of all expenses grouped under 
various categories, (data scanned and entered to the computer 150 of fig 8, can be 
viewed on the display monitor of computer 150 of fig 8). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the scanning and processing 
apparatus of Hu et al. to include: an apparatus wherein the tabular data formats include 
income-expense reports, expenses versus planned budget, and list of all expenses 
grouped under various categories. 
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It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified document scanning and processing device of 
Hu et al. by the teaching of Hamilton for the purpose of increasing data throughput and 
controlling the function of the scanning device, such as information processing, and for 
automatic data entry between scanner and computer devices. 

Regarding claim 7, Hu et al. discloses an apparatus (fig 3), wherein the apparatus 
allows editing the information from the scanned receipts (scanned document and 
entered to the PC 302 of fig 3, can be edited). 

Regarding to claim 8, Hu et al. discloses apparatus (fig 1-4), wherein the 
apparatus automatically saves the information scanned from the bills in the Quicken 
Interchange Format, allowing it to be imported by any financial management program 
like Quicken, Money, etc, (document or the information scanned by scanner 300 of fig 3, 
automatically entered and saved to computer (PC) 302 of fig 3, and imported for 
different purpose). 

Regarding to claim 9, Hu et al. teaches an apparatus (fig 3-4), wherein each 
scanned receipt will be turned into an individual transaction, (document scanned and 
entered to computer and can be managed as individual transaction); 
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Regarding to claim 10, Hu et al. teaches an apparatus (fig 3-4), wherein the 
multiple items in the receipt will be used to create a "split" transaction with proper 
customizable categories, (plurality of scanned document can be treated and given a 
customized file by the software for handling the file). 

Regarding to claim 1 1, Hu et al. does not teach, wherein the software allows for 
record keeping, budgeting and reconciliation. 

Hamilton in the same area of document scanning and processing teaches or 
disclose a software the software contains many function, controlling or organizing 
information apparent to those skilled in the art, see col.4, lines 10-20). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the scanning and processing 
apparatus of Hu et al. to include: software allows for record keeping, budgeting and for 
balancing budget. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified document scanning and processing device of 
Hu et al. by the teaching of Hamilton for the purpose of increasing data throughput and 
controlling the function of the scanning device, such as information processing, and for 
automatic data entry between scanner and computer devices. 

Regarding to claim 12, Hu et al. teaches, wherein the information (fig 3) includes 
name, price, and quantity of each of the items purchased; date of the purchased; 
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name, address, phone number of the vendor or shop where the items were taxes paid 
(scanned document inputted to computer can be configured to arrange according to 
needed folder using a file management soft ware of computer 302 of fig 3). 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's response filed April 03, 2006, has been reviewed and respectfully 
considered as indicated in the Office action discussed above. However, the rejection to 
the amended application has been maintained for the reason as follows: 

a) Examiner believes that the prior art used to reject the application still read on 
the amended claims, one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references 
individually where the rejections are based on combinations of references. 

b) The amended claimed limitation are still taught by the reference because the 
amended claimed limitation do not clearly point out the patentable novelty which he or 
she thinks the claims present in view of the state of the art disclosed by the references 
cited. 

c) The claimed limitation does not show how the amendments avoid such 
references or objections, and/or how the claims define a patentable invention 
specifically pointing out how the language of the claims patentably distinguishes them 
from the references. 

Therefore, the rejection to claims 1 through 12, have been maintained, and this 
Office action is final, necessitated by applicant's amendment. 
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9 Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Negussie Worku whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7472. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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